TheLos Alamos Valley: A Middle Ground Between Western Fog and Eastern Heat

By Matt Kettmann

For a region that lies between the cool Santa Maaiey and even cooler Sta. Rita Hills, yet
stretches east over the hills into the sometime#ewey Santa Ynez Valley, it should come as
no surprise that the Los Alamos Valley is able to preduimes that show off the climatic
diversity of Santa Barbara County. From luscious Bwd other remarkable Rhéne grapes to
promising Pinot Noir and celebrated Chardonnays to egatiantings of Grenache Blanc and
even Merlot, the Los Alamos Valley is a land o’ pilewith a bounty found in bottling from
throughout the Central Coast.

“It's versatile,” said Louis Lucas, a Santa Barbaraiitg pioneer who started growing grapes in
Santa Maria in the early 1970s but discovered the Losddavialley’s potential in 1980. “It's
right on the edge of being a cool district and yet it gatsugh warmth to grow varietals like
Nebbiolo, Barbera, and Sangiovese.” So his Lucas & Lew&lineyard offers a wild blend of

16 varietals planted on about 300 acres, from Pinot Bbiaydonnay, Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc,
and Chenin Blanc to Riesling, Gewurztraminer, Muscat Caa@ldl Malvasia Bianca. “Pinot
Grigio does exceptionally well there — it actually hame flavor and acidity” proclaims Lucas
proudly, before adding, “But the Chardonnays and Pinotswifprise you in Los Alamos too.
They're really good.” He credits “heavy soils” for semf the characteristics, but explains that
the valley “has a bit of tilt to it,” so drainage remaapgimal.

It can’t be ignored that the bulk of the Los Alamaall®y’s acreage is taken up by corporate
wine houses, such as Beringer, Sutter Home, Meridr@hKandall Jackson, who tend to focus
on Chardonnay because of the favorable economics. Ragtdn, who started growing grapes
in Santa Barbara County with Louis Lucas in 1972, wagaesible for planting most of that,
and still maintains plenty of acres. “Los Alamos igeay good area to grow grapes,” assessed
Hampton, whose opinions are only hard-won. “You can haweture of stuff up and down that
valley.”

David Thompson boldly tapped into that mixture back in 1991 nvideeplanted his family’s
Alisos Canyon property in Syrah, making it one of Catifa’s early acreages dedicated to the
grape. In so doing, the Thompson Vineyard bucked the atiomal wisdom that the Rhone
varietal must be planted in warmer climes, but his gaisdém worked out. “There’s a lot of

little nuances and a whole mystery of terroir that maksite,” said Thompson. “For us, being
on a hill with low vigor soils, the fog will burn off délhe right time. Down the way, it stays
foggier, and up the way the sun burns it off quicker. Jusitadds up over the summer.” Today,
Thompson grows 42 acres, most in Syrah, but also inaghe, Petite Sirah, Mourvedre,
Cabernet Franc, Pinot Gris, and Chardonnay, and selutito Jaffurs Wine Cellars, Tensley
Wines, Dragonette Cellars, tercero wines, and BlairCellars, among others.



Over his 18 years of winemaking, Andrew Murray has growd fafithe Los Alamos Valley,
particularly the Watch Hill Vineyard, where he sources ohhis many annual Syrahs (and
where distinctive Grenache is grown as well). “Theghrhibe sort of big wines as far as their
tannic and alcoholic structure, but they have a semblainceoler climate in the sort of aromas
and flavors we get, the white peppers and the slightlgifloote,” said Murray, describing the
Los Alamos dichotomy. “It just makes a pretty Syradt, it/s a darn big Syrah.”

Another area that fits this dichotomy as well is @& Canyon area, just north of the city of Los
Alamos. This area is home to both large and small vineyerdading Melville’'s Verna’'s
Vineyard and White Hawk Vineyard, both home to many awardiwg wines. Varieties
successfully grown here include Syrah, Viognier — both Rhéres well as Burgundian grapes
such as Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.

Placesto Taste Wines from L os Alamos Valley

Andrew Murray Vineyards: Tasting room open daily, 11 a.m.-5 @981-A Grand Avenue, Los
Olivos; 805-693-9644nyww.andrewmurrayvineyards.comfo @andrewmurrayvineyards.com

Bedford Winery: Tasting room open daily, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 448 Bedlet, Los Alamos; 805-688-
8664 www.BedfordWinery.comTastingRoom@BedfordWinery.com

Gioia Wines: Tastings by appointment only. 805-689-7248w.giciawine.com
love @gioiawine.com

Jaffurs Wine Cellars: Tasting room open Friday-Sunday, 1t&pm. 819 East Montecito
Street, Santa Barbara. 805-962-700®&w.jaffurswine.com

Lucas & Lewellen: Tasting room open daily; 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Gatenhagen Drive,
Solvang. 805-686-9336yww.llwine.com

Tensley/Lea Wines: Tasting room open Friday-Sunday, 115pmm. 2900-B Grand Avenue,
Los Olivos. 805-688-6761yww.tensleywines.comninfo @tensleywines.com

Melville Winery: Tasting Room open daily from 11:00 am to 4:00 &h85 E. Hwy 246,
Lompoc. 805-735-703Qvww.melvillewinery.com

Dragonette Wines: Tasting Room open Thursday through Mdnolayllam to 5pm, 2445
Alamo Pintado Ave., Los Olivos 805-693-0077, or by appointment 805Z30.
www.dragonettecellars.com
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